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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on December 14, 2006 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

3. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,556,738 to Pfeiffer et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,263,136 to Jennings et al. 

5. Regarding Claim 1, Pfeiffer et al. describes a fiber optic connection panel having a 
chassis (70) defining and interior and a plurality of circuit modules (10) mounted in the chassis 
having an input port (1 10b) positioned on a rear face (94), an output port (1 10a) positioned on 
the rear face, two input ports (106a, 106d) positioned on a front face (92), two output ports 
(106b, 106e) positioned on the front face, a monitor port (106c) positioned on the front face, two 
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visual indicators (at right end in Figure 7) to indicate the state of the circuitry, positioned on the 
front face and a power input connector (202) on the rear face. Pfeiffer et al. describes each 
module having circuitry linking the input and output ports on the rear face to each other and to 
the output ports on the front face, where two normal through paths each link on the rear input 
ports to one of the rear outputs and the circuitry defines patched paths each lining on the rear 
input ports to one the front output ports and one of the rear output ports to one of the front input 
ports (see Figures 1-9 and Columns 4-7). While Pfeiffer et al. does not specifically describe two 
input ports and two output ports on the rear face, Pfeiffer et al. does describe a double density 
module (200) that would inherently have such added ports. Further, Pfeiffer et al. describes a 
cable management arrangement (79) in the interior of the chassis to manage cables connected 
input and output ports of the front face. 

6. Pfeiffer et al. does not describe a second monitor port on the front face. However, at the 
time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use a second 
monitor port, since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a 
device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. The 
motivation would have been to allow for monitoring of the separate circuits of Pfeiffer et al. to 
be monitored by different external components or systems. 

7. Pfeiffer et al. does not specifically describe a cable management system in the interior of 
the chassis to manage cable connected to at the rear face. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to use such a system on the rear face, since it has been held that mere 
duplication of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St. 
Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co.. 193 USPQ 8. 
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8. Pfeiffer et al. does not describe two switches on the front face of the module. Jennings et 
al. describes a switch (66) on the front face of a module to operate circuitry to switch between 
optical paths. Pfeiffer et al. and Jennings et al. are analogous art from the same field of optical 
module design. At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use switches like that of Jennings to control the optical circuits in the module of 
Pfeiffer et al. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow for external manual control 
of the optical circuitry described by Pfeifer et al. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to combine Jennings et al. with Pfeiffer et al. to obtain the invention as 
presently claimed. 

9. Regarding Claim 4, while Pfeiffer et al. does not describe the visual indicators as LED's, 
it appears that the indicators shown have the structure of LED's. 

10. Regarding Claim 5, Jennings describes the switch as a toggle switch (66). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 6, Pfeiffer et al. further describes the ports as fiber optical adapters 
(106, 110). 

12. Regarding Claim 7, Pfeiffer et al. further describes the ports having openings (80) for 
fiber pigtails. 

13. Regarding Claim 8, Pfeiffer et al. further describes the circuitry 2x2 optical switches (see 
Column 5). 

14. Regarding Claim 9, Pfeiffer et al. describes a fiber optic connection panel having a 
chassis (70) defining an interior and a plurality of circuit modules (10) mounted in the chassis 
having an input port (1 10b) positioned on a rear face (94), an output port (1 10a) positioned on 
the rear face, an input port (106a, 106d) positioned on a front face (92), an output port (106b, 
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106e) positioned on the front face, a monitor port (106c) positioned on the front face, and a 
power input connector (202) on the rear face. Pfeiffer et al. describes each module having 
circuitry linking the input and output ports on the rear face to each other and to the output ports 
on the front face, where two normal through paths each link on the rear input ports to one of the 
rear outputs and the circuitry defines patched paths each lining on the rear input ports to one the 
front output ports and one of the rear output ports to one of the front input ports (see Figures 1-9 
and Columns 4-7). Further, Pfeiffer et al. describes a cable management arrangement (79) in the 
interior of the chassis to manage cables connected input and output ports of the front face. 

15. Pfeiffer et al. does not specifically describe a cable management system in the interior of 
the chassis to manage cable connected to at the rear face. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to use such a system on the rear face, since it has been held that mere 
duplication of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St. 
Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co. . 193 USPQ 8. 

16. Pfeiffer et al. does not describe a switch on the front face of the module. Jennings et al. 
describes a switch (66) on the front face of a module to operate circuitry to switch between 
optical paths. Pfeiffer et al. and Jennings et al. are analogous art from the same field of optical 
module design. At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use switches like that of Jennings to control the optical circuits in the module of 
Pfeiffer et al. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow for external manual control 
of the optical circuitry described by Pfeifer et al. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one . 
of ordinary skill in the art to combine Jennings et al. with Pfeiffer et al. to obtain the invention as 
presently claimed. 
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17. Regarding Claim 12, describes visual indicators (at right end in Figure 7). While Pfeiffer 
et al. does not describe the visual indicators as LED's, it appears that the indicators shown have 
the structure of LED's. 

1 8. Regarding Claim 13, Jennings describes the switch as a toggle switch (66). 

19. Regarding Claim 14, Pfeiffer et al. further describes the ports as fiber optical adapters 
(106, 110). 

20. Regarding Claim 15, Pfeiffer et al. further describes the ports having openings (80) for 
fiber pigtails. 

21. Regarding Claim 16, Pfeiffer et al. further describes the circuitry 2x2 optical switches 
(see Column 5). 

22. Regarding Claim 17, Pfeiffer et al. describes a fiber optic module having a module 
housing (70) with an input port (1 10b) positioned on a rear face (94), an output port (1 10a) 
positioned on the rear face, two input ports (106a, 106d) positioned on a front face (92), two 
output ports (106b, 106e) positioned on the front face, a monitor port (106c) positioned on the 
front face, and a power input connector (202) on the rear face. Pfeiffer et al. describes each 
module having circuitry linking the input and output ports on the rear face to each other and to 
the output ports on the front face, where two normal through paths each link on the rear input 
ports to one of the rear outputs and the circuitry defines patched paths each lining on the rear 
input ports to one the front output ports and one of the rear output ports to one of the front input 
ports (see Figures 1-9 and Columns 4-7). Further, Pfeiffer et al. describes the module having 
opposing flanges (114) configured to mount the module to a bulkhead (shown in Figure 5) in the 
interior of the chassis. While Pfeiffer et al. does not specifically describe two input ports and 
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two output ports on the rear face, Pfeiffer et al. does describe a double density module (200) that 
would inherently have such added ports. 

23. Pfeiffer et al. does not describe a second monitor port on the front face. However, at the 
time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use a second 
monitor port, since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a 
device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. The 
motivation would have been to allow for monitoring of the separate circuits of Pfeiffer et al. to 
be monitored by different external components or systems. 

24. Pfeiffer et al. does not describe two switches on the front face of the module. Jennings et 
al. describes a switch (66) on the front face of a module to operate circuitry to switch between 
optical paths. Pfeiffer et al. and Jennings et al. are analogous art from the same field of optical 
module design. At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use switches like that of Jennings to control the optical circuits in the module of 
Pfeiffer et al. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow for external manual control 
of the optical circuitry described by Pfeifer et al. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to combine Jennings et al. with Pfeiffer et al. to obtain the invention as 
presently claimed. 

25. Regarding Claim 1 8, Pfeiffer et al. further describes two visual indicators (at right end in 
Figure 7) positioned on the front face to indicate the state of the circuitry. 

Response to Arguments 

26. Applicant's arguments filed December 14, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 
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27. Applicant argues that it would not have been obvious to duplicate the cable management 
arrangement of the front face of Pfeiffer et al. at the back face because the modules of Pfeiffer et 
al. extend the entire depth of the chassis. However, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to duplicate the entire chassis opening structure, including the chassis 
wall extensions past the module faces (as shown at the front face in Figure 5). 

28. Applicant also argues that the flanges of Pfeiffer et al. do not attach to a bulkhead 
because at least one of the flanges attach to the side of the chassis. The examiner notes, 
however, that the central support and the flanges at the sides of the chassis (shown in Figure 5) 
form a bulkhead to which the modules flanges (114) are attached. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerry T. Rahll whose telephone number is (571) 272-2356. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:00^5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rodney Bovernick can be reached on (571) 272-2344. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to' the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





